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SACI NEWS

Chemistry can have its humorous side. In today’s newsletter a listing of some of
2 the prizes awarded at the IG Nobel award ceremony are given (The ceremony
also celebrated the IYC). Weird papers to get the awards! And for those who read
PhD comics — the film based on the cartoon series has been reviewed and the
review is contained in an article in the newsletter.

5 Finally — 2012 is SACI’s 100" birthday. A tentative schedule has been enclosed.
For those in the Gauteng area — the first event will be on the actual birthday - 26™

6 January 2012. Diarize the date! Events will be planned around the country during
2012 to celebrate this birthday.

8 Neil Coville
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100th Anniversary celebrations of SACI
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South Afrlcan Chemlcal Institute
1912-2012

Next year SACI turns 100. To celebrate this, a range of activities have been planned. Below is a tentative
list of events scheduled for the year:

PROGRAMME FOR CENTENARY CELEBRATION FOR SOUTH AFRICAN CHEMICAL

INSTITUTE (SACI)

. Kick —off event: Thursday January 26", 2012 half day event “100 years of SACI: The Past,
The Present, The future” ; Venue WITS

. Main event: a full day’s activities that would follow the SACI AGM (mid 2012)

. Half-day symposia by different sections during the course of the year. Other events to be held
(tentative): KwaZulu-Natal; Eastern Cape; Gauteng; Free State; Limpopo

. Western Cape symposium to end the centenary celebrations; towards the end of 2012.
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News from sections

a) Gauteng: SACI young chemists and NYR (Nanotechnology Young Researchers) Symposium
SACI/NYRS (South African Chemical Institute/Nanotechnology Young Researchers Symposium) that
took place on the 14 October 2011 hosted by the Chemistry Department of the Vaal University of
Technology. The event took place in Auditorium 100 and attracted attendance from various institutions
including UJ (DF campus), Wits University, Tshwane University of Technology, North West University
(Potchefstroom and Mahikeng campuses), University of Limpopo(Turfloop campus) CSIR and Mintek.
The number of presentations from all institutions except ULIMP were 21 and as the symposium was
subdivided into purely chemistry (SACI — Afternoon sessions) and the nanotechnology (NYRS-morning
session). The event was sponsored by mainly VUT research directorate, SACI Gauteng region, RSC
(Gauteng), SANI and SAASTA. There were two categories of awards for both SACI and NYRS to the total
of R5000 (Sponsored by RSC) and R8000 (contributions from both SAASTA and SANi), respectively. The
six prizes from NYRS were awarded as follows: Doctoral student category — Ms. Zikhona Tetana (Wits) 1*
prize, Mr. Alex Kavurega (UJ DFC) 2" prize and Ms. Letlhogonolo Mabena (Wits-CSIR) 3™ prize and for
the Masters students category: Ms. Bathabile Ramalapa (TUT-CSIR) 1* prize, Ms. Mualusi Nelwamondo
(UJ-DF campus) 2™ prize and Mr. Lesego Tshweu (UJ-CSIR) 3™ prize. Their prizes were in the order
R2000, R1250 and R750 for both categories and their presentations took place in the morning until lunch
time. The four prizes (1** — R1500 and 2™ — R1000) for SACI were awarded as follows; Doctoral student
category — Ms. Jaya Lakkakula (UJ-DF campus) 1% prize and Mr. Adushan Pillay (Wits) 2™ prize and for
the Masters students category — Ms. Mabuatsela Maphoru (TUT) 1* prize and Ms. Agnes Pholosi (VUT)
2" prize. VUT (Department of Chemistry) is proud to have hosted the event and would like to congratulate
the winners of the prizes especially Agnes Pholosi who won an award of the four presenters from VUT. All
people who participated or just attended are also thanked. Special thanks also go to SAASTA’s Mr
Mthuthuzeli Zamxaka for his informative presentation that opened the event and also brought in interactive
screen explaining nanotechnology in South Africa and also to the hosts, Prof. E. B. Naidoo (Head of
Department) and Prof. B. R. Mabuza (Dean of the Faculty of Applied and Computer Sciences).

Agnes Pholosi from VUT receives poster prize from Dr lan Bratt (RSC).
News from Prof Moloto (Event coordinator).
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News from sections

b) News from the Western Cape

The annual dinner which is a combined occasion between the RSC and SACI took place at the CPUT Hotel
School at Granger Bay on the 18"™ October and was attended by some 60 members. It was the turn of the
RSC to organise the dinner and Prof Susan Bourn chose an excellent venue and invited Prof James Bull, a
previous past President and the ex editor of the SAJChem for many years to give us an overview of the joys
of his term of office during his much appreciated tenure.

No one could have wished for a better venue being on the Western seaboard facing Robben Island and at
sunset with sundowners in hand. This event again stressed the importance of the two societies in the
Western Cape having joint events and supporting each other’s programmes. For this the joint committee
meetings are used to discuss and organise all joint ventures and also allowing each their own specialities. A
most gratifying point noted was the large numbers of students who attended.

It was a pity that the awards were received a bit too late as this would have provided a most appropriate
occasion for making some of the awards. Prof Peter Mallon has in fact just received all the awards for the
Western Cape and we shall be meeting on the evening of the 26™ October, after the Frank Warren Lecture
by Prof I R Green to discuss how best to arrange for the awards to be made this year. It has been mentioned
that awards should be issued immediately following the July AGM so that sufficient opportunity is made
available for organising for the awards to be made.

The next big SACI event is the Young Chemist Meeting at the UWC and is being organised by the local
representatives. More will follow as to this one day event.

I R Green, WC Local Representative.

¢) News from the Eastern Cape

Publishing PhD Thesis Work: An opportunity to publish a review article in Trends in Analytical Chemistry
(TrAC) exists for students whose research is in the area of Analytical Chemistry. Articles published in
TrAC are by invitation only. The journal has an Impact Factor of 6.6. Please get in touch with Prof Torto
(n.torto(@ru.ac.za) for guidance.
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DST-NRF Annual South African Young Scientists

The second ASSAf-DST-NRF Annual South African Young Scientists Conference, themed ‘Changing
Lives through Chemis-try’’ was held in Pretoria on 26 and 27 September. Being an initiative of the
Academy of Sci-ence of South Africa (ASSAf), and supported by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), and the National Re-search Foundation (NRF), the conference was hosted within the
framework of the Academy of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) and the Organisa-tion of
Women Scientists for the Developing World (OWSD) Na-tional Chapters that are hosted by ASSAT.

NSTF newsletter

IG Nobel Prize

The IG Nobel Prizes are prizes given out for REAL research studies which can simply be said to be
bizarre. See some examples below. The theme of the 2011 IG Nobel prize was Chemistry. The ceremony
featured the world premiere of the mini-opera: Chemist in a Coffee Shop” Com/improbableresearch.

See C and E News p56 October 3, 2011 for information on the prizes

CHEMISTRY PRIZE: Makoto Imai, Naoki Urushihata, Hideki Tanemura, Yukinobu Tajima, Hideaki Goto,
Koichiro Mizoguchi and Junichi Murakami of JAPAN, for determining the ideal density of airborne
wasabi (pungent horseradish) to awaken sleeping people in case of a fire or other emergency, and for
applying this knowledge to invent the wasabi alarm. REFERENCE: US patent application 2010/0308995
Al. Filing date: Feb 5, 2009.

PUBLIC SAFETY PRIZE: John Senders of the University of Toronto, CANADA, for conducting a series
of safety experiments in which a person drives an automobile on a major highway while a visor repeatedly
flaps down over his face, blinding him. REFERENCE: "The Attentional Demand of Automobile Driving,"
John W. Senders, et al., Highway Research Record, vol. 195, 1967, pp. 15-33.




