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In January 2012 SACI will turn 100 years of age. The history of SACI and the 

history of Chemistry in SA are intertwined. Next year a concerted effort will be 

made to collect much of the information that has been published on the             

development of Chemistry in SA and to save this information in electronic       

format.  Prof Ivan Green is currently writing an update on SACI history covering 

the last 25 years; the history of the first 75 years has been covered in an excellent 

monograph by Dr DJS Gray.  

 

There are many other articles that have been written on Chemistry in SA and the 

rise of Chemistry Departments in SA. A wonderful article on the Chemistry     

Department of the UKZN Pietermaritzburg  campus has recently appeared (see 

newsletter for more details) and no doubt more articles on the history of       

chemistry in SA will appear in the years ahead. Some collection system must be 

established to collate and save this material. If there are any members out there 

who could assist in this project ï please contact me. 

 

 Neil Coville 

SACI NEWS 

 Supporting the South African Journal of Chemistry (SAJC) 

 

We are in the last quarter of the International Year of Chemistry (IYC); and of one of the activities we   

embarked on as an Institute was to get articles published in yearôs volume as articles to support the IYC. 

Sadly over the years we have seen submissions to the SAJC from South African chemists get to an all-time 

low. Over the past three years we have had more articles submitted by chemists from Iran than we have had 

from South Africa. 

 

I have heard the usual stories of the journalôs low impact factor as the excuse not to publish in it. So how 

do we get a higher impact factor for SAJC if do not even send articles to it? The only way to get the journal 

back to its days is to send some of your good articles to it. I would like to challenge each one of us,        

academics and industrialists, to send at least one of our good manuscripts to the SAJC before the end of 

this year. Do as my good friend, Neil Coville, does; send at least one manuscript to the SAJC and I am sure 

in the next couple of years we will all see the impact factor of this journal rise. Remember SACI annually 

give the Merck medal to the best paper published in one of the traditional areas of chemistry                   

(i.e. Analytical, Inorganic, Organic and Physical) published during a four year period. Let us all respond to 

this call.  

 

Send a manuscript today! I am sending mine! 

James Darkwa  
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Next year SACI turns 100. To celebrate this, a range of activities have been planned. Our logo for the year 

is shown below. 

100th Anniversary celebrations of SACI  

A wonderful article on the history of the Department of Chemistry at the UKZN, Pietermaritzburg campus 

has recently appeared in print. A good read. 

From Humble beginnings to a modern day academic institution: 100 years of Chemsitry at the     

University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg  

ñThe article traces the history of the Department of Chemistry from 1910 to 2001. Emphasis is on the    

people involved and the influence they had in shaping the history of the Department. In the final pages the 

impact of the Chemistry Department, and its staff and students, have had on the wider South Africa scene, 

is discussed.ò 

 

Transactions of the Royal Society of South Africa, 66(2), 2011, 120-151. 

 

by Prof SE Drewes 
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The Chemistry Department at UKZN Pietermaritzburg is 100 years old!  
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News from Rhodes University: ASP Conference 2011 

 

In August this year Ryan Young and Sunny Sunassee attended the 52nd American Society of                 

Pharmacognosy at the beautiful Paradise Resort in San Diego, USA.  The conference had approximately 

500 delegates in attendance, coming from all over the world.  This conference afforded the opportunity to 

showcase some the marine natural product research being conducted at Rhodes University.  It was exciting 

to see that the research being conducted at Rhodes is on par with research being produced internationally.   

There were a number of sponsors represented at this conference, including Bruker, which granted us an  

opportunity to see some of their latest developments in hardware and software.  The trip was not all work, 

with numerous social event, including sunset drink at Scripps Aquarium and a free day which was spent at 

the world famous San Diego zoo. 

 

Having flow halfway around the world, we did not miss the opportunity to visit some passed members of 

the Rhodes Chemistry Department in Boston, Massachusetts, including Eloise Maris (Harvard), Matthew 

Adendorff (MIT). Wendy Popplewell (NCI) and Zoe Hall (Oxford).  Overall it was an amazing experience 

and a chance to meet and interact with many highly respected researchers and members of industry. 

From Rhodes University  

 

 

Tour of the Harpoon brewery, Boston, MA. 

Members news  
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For those interested the latest newsletter is available: Issue 106/August 2011. 

ChemNews is a newsletter for members of the Chemical and Allied Industriesô Association. 

E-mail: caia@iafrica.com  

Auckland Park Web: www.caia.co.za 

CAIA (Chemical and Allied Industriesô Association) Newsletter  

Check the SACI webpage for activities both in SA and on the International scene.  
 

 

  

The Royal Society of Chemistry and the South African Chemical Institute 

present an International Year of Chemistry Seminar 

 

Chemistry in Ancient Egypt  
 

by Professor Peter Loyson, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 

 

Venue: Lecture Theatre C6, School of Chemistry, University of the Witwatersrand 

 

Date: Thursday 13th October 2011 at 17h30. 

 

RSVP: Please reply by Monday 10th October to saci.chem@wits.ac.za or Laila 011-717-6741 

 

The talk will be preceded by a Prize Giving of SACI Medal Recipients and followed by food and            

refreshments in the School of Chemistry Foyer. 
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(a) Gauteng SACI Young Chemists symposium 2011 will be held at the Vaal University of            

Technology, Department of Chemistry on the 14th October 2011. The event this year will be combined 

with the Nanotechnology young researcherôs symposium (NYRS) which is organized by the South     

African Nanotechnology Initiative (SANi). Each Gauteng University/Technikon can nominate up to four 

candidates per institution two for each category of M and D students. There should be one M and D student 

per category of Nanotechnology or Chemistry. Contact person : Prof MJ Moloto -Tel: +27(0)16 950 9207; 

Fax: +27(0)86 7563592 

Email: makwenam@vut.ac.za 

 

(b) South African Nanoscience and Nanotechnology Summer School 

 

Second Announcement 

 

South African Nanoscience and Nanotechnology Summer School, 27 Nov ï 2 Dec 2011 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth,  South Africa 

 

REGISTRATION DATES AND FEES  

EXTENSION: New early registration deadline: 30 SEPTEMBER 2011 

Registration deadline: 30 OCTOBER 2011 

REGISTRATION FEE  

Registration Fee:  ZAR 500 (early bird)  ZAR 800 

 

Further Information:  

Thereza Botha t: +27 (0)12 807 0869 

School Organizer f: +27 (0)12 807 1699 

e: thereza@technoscene.co.za 

www.sananoschool.co.za 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Target audience:  
 
Graduate students, postdoctoral and junior scientists interested in the nanoscience and nanotechnology fields. 

Workshops and Seminars  
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Nontombi Marule (Ms) 

Deputy Director: Emerging Research Areas 

Department of Science and Technology 

Workshops and Seminars  
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  28/11/2011 29/11/2011 30/11/2011 1/12/2011 2/12/2011 

Time  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

8h30-09h15 History/Nature of Nano  Lithography  XRD Reactivity/electro -
activity  

Sputter processes, 
electronic charac-
terisation  

Convenor  Leslie Petrik  HervŤ Courtois  Tina Heiligers  Emmanuel I Iwuoha  S. Van Den Heever  

09h15 - 
10h00 

Introduction to nano/
disciplines  Lithography  

Introduction to Elec-
tron Microscopy  

Reactivity/electro -
activity  

Confocal and Fluo-
rescence Micros-
copy  

Convenor  Leslie Petrik  HervŤ Courtois  Jan Neethling  Emmanuel I Iwuoha  Dirk Lang  

10h30 - 
11h15 

Physics and applica-
tions of nanostruc-
tures  

Developed appli-
cations of Nano-
materials  

HRTEM TGA/DSC Practicals  

Convenor  J Reinhardt Botha  Rui Krause  Angus Kirkland  Gary Watkins    

11h15 - 
12h00 

Synthesis of Nanos-
tuctures  Developed appli-

cations of Nano-
materials  

 EELS 
Raman/Infrared and 
other laser tech-
niques  

  

Convenor  J Reinhardt Botha  Rui Krause  Peter van Aken  Gary Watkins    

13H00 - 
13h45 

BioNano Introduction  
Sample Prep 
(Material and Bio) 
for EM  

SEM (EDS, EBSD, 
WDS) 

Surface area, poros-
ity, catalytic activity  Closing  

Convenor  Trevor Sewell  Mike Lee  Mike Lee  Leslie Petrik    

13h45 - 
14h30 

BioNano TEM/XRD  NMR   
Characterisation tools 
- Sample prep    

Convenor  Trevor Sewell  Cedric McClelland    Leslie Petrik    

15h00 - 
15h45 

Chemisrty of Nano  AFM/STM 
  

Auger Spectroscopy  
  

Convenor  Leslie Petrik  HervŤ Courtois  Outing  Koos Terblans    
15h45 - 
16h30 

Chemisrty of Nano  AFM/STM 
  XPS   

Convenor  Leslie Petrik  HervŤ Courtois    Koos Terblans    
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(a) CATSA conference 

CATALYSIS SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA (CATSA 2011) , 13 - 16 November 2011, Misty Hills 

Country Hotel, Gauteng, South Africa.  Call for papers have now been issued.   2011 is the International 

Year of Chemistry in which the achievements of chemistry and its contributions to the well-being of       

humankind will be celebrated.  In South Africa the International Year of Chemistry kicked off with the 

40th SACI convention in Johannesburg in January.  CATSA 2011 will celebrate the year by showcasing 

the role of catalysis to ensure the well-being of humankind. CATSA 2011, the annual Conference of the 

Catalysis Society of South Africa, will be held on 13 - 16 November 2011 at the Misty Hills Country     

Hotel, on the threshold of the beautiful Kromdraai valley - The Cradle of Humankind, a World Heritage 

site.  For information: Nikki Nel at catsa2011@nwu.ac.za / http://www.nwuac.za/p-catsa/welcome.html   

(b)4th International Conference on Nanoscience and Nanotechnology  

 

Conference information  
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1) Second TCS International Conference incl. The East and Southern Africa Environmental     

Chemistry Conference and the Ninth Theoretical Chemistry Workshop in Africa, Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, 5-7 Oct 2011 For information:  Dr CA Mgina at mgina@chem.udsm.ac.tz; 

cmngina@yahoo.com;  

2) On Metals and Materials Processing in a Clean Environment. Between 4Ȥ7 December 2011. Call for 

papers have now been issued. An International Symposium is being organized to honor the very             

distinguished work and lifetime achievements of Prof. Derek Fray of University of Cambridge, UK. This 

symposium will be held in Cancun, Mexico, from 4-7 of December 2011. www.flogen.com/

FraySymposium/download/    ; http://www.flogen.com/FraySymposium.  

3) Congress GCI 2011 "A Greener Chemistry for Industry" organised by the University of Lille 1 and 

the Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Chimie de Lille, with the sponsorship of  the "Chevreul Institute" and 

the "Cluster MAUD". The congress will take place at Polytech'Lille, in Villeneuve d'Ascq, France, on    

December 12 to 14, 2011. 

4) The 49th Annual Conference of the MSSA Microscopy Society of Sothern Africa, CSIR Convention 

Centre, Pretoria, 5-9 Dec 2011, http://www.csiricc.co.za 

5) Syngas Convention 2012. Fuels and chemicals from synthesis gas: state of the art. 1-4 April 2012. 

Cape Town. The event will be preceded by a summer school on catalysis.  www.syngasconvention.com 

Fax: 27 21 650 5501 (Meg Winter) meg.winter@uct.ac.za 

6) 14 ACC congress. The Chemical Society of Thailand (CST) and the 14th Asian Chemical Congress 

(14ACC) committee will organize the 14ACC congress in Bangkok, Thailand, 5-8 September 2011 at 

Queen Sirikit National Convention Center under the theme "Contemporary Chemistry for Sustainability 

and Economic Sufficiency". This is an IYC event.  www.14acc.org  

7) The 6th International Conference of the Africa Materials Research Society (6thIC-Africa MRS)  

11-16 December, 2011The Elephant Hills Hotel, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe http://www.africamrs.co.za 

8) ASSAf-DST-NRF Second Annual South African Young Scientistsô Conference, 26-27 September 

2011, Venue: Diep in Die Berg Conference and Function Centre, Pretoria. Contact Dorothy Ngila: 

mutheu@assaf.org.za or 012 349 6607 or www.assaf.org.za  

9) CATALYSIS SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA (CATSA 2011) , 13 - 16 November 2011, Misty Hills 

Country Hotel, Gauteng, South Africa. catsa2011@nwu.ac.za / http://www.nwuac.za/p-catsa/welcome.html 

10) 4th International Conference on Nanoscience and Nanotechnology. SANi (SA Nanotechnology  

Initiative) conference. This event will be held in Bloemfontein at UFS. April 1 ï 4, 2012. Submit abstract 

online:www.nanoafrica2012.co.za. Conference chair contact details: ntwaeab@ufs.ac.za 

11) Achema 2012, 30th World Exhibition Congress, 18-22 June 2012; Frankfurt au Main, Germany.  Contact:  

Dechema, Tel: +49 69 7564 449; E-mail: achema@dechema.de 

Conference List  
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Employment Opportunities 
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